MORA HIGHSCHOOL - OTTO-HAHN-GYMNASIUM
LUDWIGSBURG -
A FIRST TIME ENCOUNTER IN 2015/16

In October 2015 for the very first time Mrs Ebel and Mr Hecker together with 20 students of
the Otto-Hahn Gymnasium sallied forth to a little town called Mora located in the middle of
the state Minnesota in the USA.

Not knowing an awful lot about this state and of course even less about the town of Mora we
all were very excited what would expect us there so far away from home.

Within no time we found out that Mora is definitely not the answer to what comes into your
mind when thinking of the alleged glamour of American cities, that everybody of us knows
from US television series and movies.

For me it was this fabulous landscape with its extended woodlands, countless lakes and
thriving wildlife that opened my eyes. Compared to our comparatively tiny spots of remaining
wilderness it seemed to me like a journey into the past when nature was not yet pushed back
into the corner as it is nowadays the case especially here in Germany.

Secondly, in Mora | felt welcomed by so many open-hearted, down-to-earth and extremely
likable people, I honestly must tell you how surprised and taken | was with every single day |
spent there.

At this point | would very much like to use this opportunity to thank my American colleague
Mrs Amanda Stenberg, who put so much effort into this and offered the German guests a
magnificent program that made our stay unforgettable.

So this is what comes to my mind first when | think of our first trip to Mora and thus | very
much hope that this was only the first of many more visits to this special place in the New
World.

| am very much looking forward to the next encounter!

Wolf Hecker, Ludwigsburg, June 2016



But now please check out what the students have to tell you about their experiences:

Students reports about our American exchange 2015

The flight

In the morning of the October first 2015 it was so far. At 9:15 we flew
from Stuttgart to Amsterdam and arrived at 10 o’clock. After one hour
and a half we flew from Amsterdam to Minneapolis. You could see
during the flight a little bit Greenland which as really great.

The flight took 8 hours.

With the German Time we arrived roundabout at 7:00 pm and there
was only 1:00 pm. We were really tired. After a half-hour our group
were picked up by a yellow American Bus and Mrs Stenberg. The bus
drove us to the Mora High School where we met our host family.

My host family was nice. Sophia lived with me in the same family.

The school

On Friday we had a possibility to go to a High School. I had to get up
around 6:30 and be there at cafeteria around 7:40. But the school started

at 8:05. I didn’t know why we had to be so early at school. The fist hour

from my exchange partner was Computer Education. It was really incredible
and crazy. Every student had the same Lap-Top and might use it during the
hour. In some hours people played computer games, the others heard music
or sat on the table or did the duties from the teacher. Besides the Wi-Fi

wasn’t close, so you could surf in the internet every time.

They have also different classes with different student’s which is an advantage, I think.
| also participated in

german. In this period students learned: ,,Wie heilit du?’’,,Wie geht es dir?”’...
It was really interesting to hear their spelling, because theirs was differently.

In the next hour my exchange partner had maths.

Something you could understand, cause you already had it, but sometimes

also not. It’s more difficult there. But some stuff which the student’s will

get in the 11" grade, had we already in the 6" grade. It was amazing for me.

On the inside of the High School, it had looked like in films (locks,

classrooms, changing room, cafeteria...). The last hour before lunch

where | had participated was Drive Education. There they spoke of course
about driving and the rules. After this period we went to the cafeteria,

which was in the school. | had to show the server a special number.

With this number | was allowed to take food. We got pizza, hamburger, salad,
fruits, drinks...It was delicious. After the lunch my partner had

American History. Altough I understood not everything, it was really
interesting. In their history room hung a line on the wall. From

the left side ,,Josh Washington’’ till ,,Barack Obama’. It was amazing.

The two last hours of my exchange partner were Social Studies and
Chemistry. In the first hour they could finished their homework. In

Chemistry the student’s learned a new formula. The school bell rang

at 3:50 pm .One more important fact about their school is also, the student’s
have everyday the same schedule. That’s incredible. One period took 60 minutes.
So my first day at the school was over. My first impression was great.




The people there were really nice. On one day we had to do a presentation,
but it wasn’t evil.
activities

Every day we had a special program. Two times our group could see

an American Football game. The team was called ,, The Mora Mustangs’’.
It was fantastic. On the weekend we could do something with our host
family. My host grandparents had shown Sophia and me the woods,
different parts of the sea (east, west...),

light house, water falls (Gooseberry Falls State Park), skyscraper’s in
Minneapolis and two different shopping mall’s in St Cloud and in
Minneapolis (Mall of America). The Mall of America was the biggest

Mall which I have ever seen. On the inside was a theme park (nickelodeon) and
a Lego paradise. The people there had built big figures with Lego.

It looked really cool. Also you could find forever21, two victoria’s secret
shop’s, ...Some small dreams can came true.

Three days our group stayed in an Audubon Center, close to the

North Woods. There you learned more about eagles

and wolfs. Another things which we had done there was canoeing

on the Grindstone Lake, orientation, walking in the woods, survival,
night walk,... Everything was great. We also visited a musical at

the Ordway, the St Cloud State University and a seaport Duluth.

The time in America was really great. | would go with pleasure again.

Melanie Kaiser

First day of the Audubon Center

| got up at 6 and the school bus picked me,my exchange student and her sister up at 7a.m.
Only 15 minutes later we arrived at the mora high school and went into the cafeteria, where
waited all the other germans. | had to shadowing britta in the first two hours and i learned
something about biology and maths. The teachers weren’t so strict and they made lots of stuff
on their computers. Then all the german students and some of the americains drove with the
bus to the Audubon Center of the North Woods. When we arrived we found our rooms and
unpacked our things. After that we went to the lounge and get lunch. The sandwiches were
really delicios. Then we were split in two groups; one group hiked and the others went
canoeing. First i hiked with Mr Hecker, Ms. Stenberg and Adel. We learnd something about
trees and nature in minnesota and all in all it was very interesting. As second thing we went



canoeing and i was in one canue with desiree and laura. After the half way it was too
exhausting for us so we stopped and relaxed till the others came back. We went in our rooms
and hanged out till we had dinner. After dinner some people from the center present a show ,
which depicts the history from the Audubon Center. It was long and a bit boring but some
information was interesting. We went back in our rooms for a while and then we started the
night hiking. We went one hour through the woods and fields in the dark. In the late evening
we spend our time with talking in our rooms with americains and germans and it was a really
nice time there.

Sophia Engelbrecht

America Exchange
Friday, Oct 2:

On our first real day we visited the school and got to know the
lessons and the people there. | shadowed Cayla, she first had
math. | was there with some other Germans (Laura and Emily).
When | first came into the classroom, | realised that there is
much more technic and the teachers are not as strict as in
Germany.

I also saw that every student has his own computer and is
allowed to use it during the lesson. They do their exercises on
their computer. One lesson has 55 minutes.

In the second lesson we had Psychology. The first 15 minutes
they had to write a short test and after that the teacher said you
can do whatever you want to do now and went out of the room.
After this hour they had English, in the whole lesson they just
had to do a little exercise. In the last lesson before lunch we had
German, which was the only real lesson where they did something.




For lunch was tacos
and milk.

After lunch we had
sport. We played
softball, it was the
first time | played it
and it is lots of fun.
In the last lesson we
did something like
homework checking
it was really boring,
because they were
just sitting around
doing nothing.
After school | meet
Simon and Kajetan for lunch again, we went to a typical American restaurant.

After that we went to the Daller Hors and played a game. At 70’clock we went to the football
game.

Duluth: 9th October 2015
This day we went to Duluth. We met us at 8:05 at the Mora
High School. A teacher from the Mora High School went
with us to Duluth. Our first stop was on a lookout point. It
was like a rest stop. There we buy some snacks. The
teacher showed us Duluth from this lookout point but we
didn't some so much because on this day it was very foggy.
When everybody took a photo we drove to a building.
There a man told us something about the ship industry and
the lake Superior. The man told us when we drive fast to
the harbor we will saw a ship driving throw the bridge. But
before we went to the harbor, we became some muffins and
something to drink. At the harbor we saw the very big ship.
On the ship were some people and we stood at the parapet
and waved to them. They waved back to us. Know we had
two hours to went into some souvenir shops, ate something
or just looking around harbor. After this two hours, we went to a shopping mall. It was very
cool because some of us didn’t go to a shopping mall in America before. So it was the first
time in America. We saw Victoria Secret and other marches which we didn't saw before.
Some of us ate something there. We were three hours in the shopping mall. Than we went
back to the Mora High School. At the school or host family's expected us. Know this day was
a very cool day. We all loved this day.

by Emily Schiek 9c

Thursday, 10/8



At 8 o’clock we went to Duluth, which is at Lake Superior, by bus. After 90 minutes we
arrived at a viewpoint, but it was too foggy so we couldn’t see much.

At 10 o’clock we arrived at the Seaway Port Authority where a man gave a presentation about
the harbor in Duluth. We learned much about import and export at Lake Superior. Afterwards
we drove to the harbor to see a very big ship called James R. Barker arriving.

Then we had free time for about 2 hours. During this time | walked around the town with
Emily, Melanie and Janina. We bought some souvenirs for our families, took photos and we
went to dairy queen for lunch.

At 13.30 we met again at the bus to drive to a
smaller mall. When we arrived, we had to build
groups of at least 2 students and then we had two
and a half hours for shopping. I went shopping
with Loreen and we shopped in many different
stores f.ex. Bath & Body Works, Victoria’s Secret
and Hollister. There we bought some pullovers,
souvenirs and other stuff.

At 16.30 we had to be back at the bus to drive
back to Mora. During the ride we showed each
other what we have bought.

After nearly two hours we arrived in Mora where
our host families already were waiting for us. We said goodbye to each other and went with
our host families back home.

Emily Pink 9b
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German Class at Mora High School

I want to tell you some more details about our time at MHS this October and in particular |
am going to talk about the German classes there.

For our first American School day we were all very well prepared thanks to
Ms. Stenberg, the American German teacher who handed out a
plan of school we really needed that we didn’t get lost and a
small sheet we needed to receive our food at the schools canteen




at lunch break. None of us ever saw an American school from the inside except from movies
and there for we were all very excited on Friday (Oct. 2") morning. As many of us had
expected, it really looked just like in the movies: All the lockers in the first floor, the frames
with pictures of students that have graduated from school of every year in the hallways and
the schools mascot, a Mustang everywhere. I was so impressed and actually I couldn’t believe
what was going on and that | really was in the United States of America. | had to ask some
Americans whether they knew my “student to shadow” when it was time to go to class
because I haven’t known mine yet. “Student to shadow  is an expression the teachers used to
describe the person I had to follow all time at Mora High School and who should show me
around. After some time | found a girl who told me to follow her because she had math in the
same class and she would introduce me to Rose, my exchange student.

As | have already mentioned my first class was Math. Second | had German that the
Americans could choose in grade 9. They had the choice between Spanish and German. What
| always wondered was why Americans choose German as foreign language. From my
perspective a very hard and useless language for them. But later | found out that many of the
students’ lastnames were German or Swedish and some told me they would love to visit their
ancestors’ home country one day. They were very interested and the for us unexpected
reaction on our explanations of the German school system was, that they were sad they
couldn’t learn foreign languages as early as we do. In general I recognized many students
being tired of the United States of America always want to be something unique and special
(eg. the measuring systems are different to the rest of the world’s,...).

Already in the difference of the classrooms you can tell differences in the way of teaching a
language comparing Germany and the US. In the US teachers have their own room. Ms.
Stenberg had many posters of German food and a map of Germany. In addition the state flags
of Germany, Austria and Switzerland were hanging from the ceiling in her room. The
atmosphere was more relaxed and same as in many of the other classes we did not feel so
much pressure to learn. Instead they did funny German warm-ups, watched cute German
movies from Kika to learn the indirect speech and past tense. Actually many of us Germans
observed that the relation between teachers and students is quite different as well, but in a
positive way. It’s more pally because many teacher are also the coaches in a Mustang sports
team.

Monday (Oct. 12" was a different school day for us. That day the German students had to
give presentations to the host students. Some presented the school, Ludwigsburg itself,
Stuttgart, our local food and many more things. After six hours of hard working we had
“Kaffeeklatsch” where we also met Mr. Nelson MHS’s principle. He was very interested in us
too and we continued to find differences in our cultures. Before he left he clarified something
very important to him. He wanted to make sure that we have recognized that Mora isn’t that
crazy as for example L.A, and that no matter if we are Americans or Germans, we are all the
same.

In this text | also want to clarify how we’ve appreciated all the efforts put in the organization
of our stay in Mora. We could use the school bus, eat at school, take part in several lessons
and some teachers even took their time for example to guide us around in Duluth or to stay at
the Audobon Center with us. THANK YOU!



by Franziska Rucker 10b



Two Weeks in Minnesota

We landed in Minneapolis on Thursday. We were all tired from the flight which was about
nine hours. We drove to Mora by bus and arrived at Mora High School at 6 o'clock, where
our host families picked us up. The next day we went to school with our exchange student
and shadowed them the whole school day. It was really interesting because school was
totally different than school in Germany. They were only working on computers and were
allowed to use their
cellphones in
breaks. We had
lunch at the school
cafeteria and in the
afternoon there
was a home
football game.
Saturday and
Sunday were spent

with our host
families. We did
things like driving four wheelers, going shopping or going to a baseball or ice hockey
game. Some students also prepared something for Halloween like decorating the house.
Menday to Wednesday we spent at the Audubon Center of the North Woods in
Sandstone. We had class every day and learned much about wolves, orienteering,
survivor and other stuff.

After we left the Audubon Center on Wednesday, we went to the Hinckley Fire Museum,

where we learned about the big fire in Hinckley years ago.

by Gwendoline Sailer



Mora-Ludwigsburg exchange: My favourite field trip-Duluth
by Janina Schellenberg, 9b

My favourite field trip took place on Thursday, the 8th October. We went to Duluth, a city on
Lake Superior which is the biggest lake in Minnesota (82.100sq km, 149m av. Depth,
11,4quadrillion litres, av. water temperature 4.4°C).
All Germans met at school in the morning to get on a traditional yellow american school bus
with Mr Johnson who would take us to Duluth. All were excited about it and we stopped at an
observation point 20 minutes away from Duluth. You could see all of Duluth and the scenery
was wonderful. Many students took pictures of the landscape and then it was time to drive on
again.
After we finally arrived in Duluth we stopped at the "Seaway Port Authority™. A worker gave
i us a presentation about the
“Port of Duluth-Superior,
while we had coffee and
cookies. Then we were
allowed to walk around the
harbour, in a museum and
downtown. Everybody took
pictures and all were amazed
by the historic architecture
downtown. Many had their
lunch in an historic restaurant
or a fast food restaurant.




After we met again at

our bus Mr Johnson brought us to a mall where we could go shopping and eating fort he rest
of the time and experience the different shops that don’t exist in Germany. At the end of the
day we arrived at 7:00p.m. at Mora High School and were picked up by our host family. |
really enjoyed this trip and loved the scenery and the activities we did.

Pumpkin patch by Kajetan Abele

On the second weekend of the student exchange between
Ludwigsburg and Mora (MN) me and my host family visited a
pumpkin patch near Mora to buy pumpkins we would carve for
Halloween. After we slept in late we got ready and drove out to
the pumpkin patch. Once we arrived, we got a kart and went
into the patch to pick our pumpkins. After a rather long search,
everybody had finally found his pumpkin, and the cart was
towed back to the arrangements of barns near the patch. But the
afternoon at the pumpkin patch wasn’t over yet. There, you
could buy something to eat and drink, and there was a
playground for smaller kids. We bought corn dogs, a sausage
(usually a hot dog) surrounded by cornmeal batter (Wikipedia:
Corn Dog). The Corn Dogs tasted good, even though they were
very sweet. We also bought pops to drink. Later the sister of
Simon, my exchange student, played on the playground and me
and Simon bought skittles and talked. After we paid for the
pumpkins, we went over to the car and loaded them into the
back of the car. On the way home we also went to an American
Aldi and bought some food and a lot of candy. It was fun to see
an American Aldi from the inside.

We passed a Caribou Coffee after that and bought some water
for each of us. At home we carved the pumpkins together.




Everybody carved scary faces so they could be lit with candles from the inside on Halloween.
After that we had a nice evening talking, and then we went to bed.

Amerika Austausch
Karim Kohler

Joined by Mr. Hecker and Mrs. Ebel we travelled for 2 weeks to Mora, Minnesota. For some days we
shadowed our exchange student on his daily school routine.

We were brought to school by a yellow school bus in the morning at 7:45am. The school is as big as
the Otto-Hahn-Gymnasium, but it has 3 floors. The gym is much smaller than ours and it is part of the
building. In the school building, especially in the gym, is a,,Mustang”” painted on the wall. The
,,Mustang’”” is the blazon of the Mora High school. When we watched an American Football game,
the Mustangs against another school, we got the feeling that the students were very proud of their
blazon.

Before the school starts the students usually meet each other in the cafeteria where they can talk or
do last homework. In the school there is free WiFi available and no mobile phone ban. That means
the students can chat even during class. They also have laptops sponsored by the school. With the
laptops they have to do their homework and they are used during the class .Most of the teachers
don’t give out any handouts. All information and worksheets are provided on the laptop to every
student.

Class starts at 8:15 to 3:30 every day. My exchange student told me that they have the same lessons
every day. All the lessons seem to be much easier than in Germany (what they have done in grade 9
we did already in grade 6). Lunch was at 12:15 for half an hour. We ate a lot of fast food there for
example hamburger, pizza or burritos. The school ends at 3:30 pm with a ride with the yellow busses
back home.

After school the students usually have to do some homework. But as the German students were
there they didn’t get to do much homework.

Looking
back at the
two and
half weeks
and all the
trips we did
during our
stay, |
would say
that it

was a great
experience
to visit the
United
States. We
meet a lot
of nice
people,

made friends and had
a lot of fun with them. | don’t think that anybody from us will forget these special weeks.



My special weekend with my host family:

Saturday 10" : Sunday 11" october

Every student had spent these days at his own host family to get an insight about their usual
life and activities.

On Saturday | have slept very long because | was still tired from the journey and from the
trips with the school. After | got ready and had breakfast with the whole family we went
shopping to Camebridge. We walked through different stores like a huge halloween store or a
candy store, had lunch and just had fun all day long. At our way back home we decided to go
to the cinema. It was a really small cinema in a village, so we were the only ones in there.
After a long discussion we went into the movie ‘Everest’. It’s really interesting to watch
movies in english or general being in an american cinema.

My host family decided on this day to buy some presents for my family in Germany and for
myself, so we drove back to Mora and went into a souvenir shop.

Before we had dinner at this evening we had to go to buy some food, so we drove to
Wallmarkt, that’s a big supermarket near Mora. My host student showed me the whole
supermarket and we walked through every section. The rows with the american candy were so
long and of course I wanted to buy some of the famous american ones like Nerds, Reese’s or
Warheads.

Back at home we ate some dinner and | tried the very delicious homemade pumpkin bread.
Normally I don’t like pumpkins that much but this bread didn’t really taste like pumpkins,
rather like bananas.

In the rest of the evening we played some games like ‘UNO’ or ‘Sorry’ and also the Wii for
some houres. At about 10:00pm the brother from my host student and me started to watch a
horror movie called ‘Insidious’, after that I went to bed.

On Sunday | woke up very early as compared to Saturday. Also on this day we went to
Wallmarkt for buying some food.

After lunch the family had a really big surprise for me, they called their friend named Denise
who has got horses. Me and my host stundent were able to go for an one hour riding trip
through the woods of Minnesota.

In this moment | was so happy and hugged every family member.

When we arrived at the ranch two horses were already ready for our tour. During Denise
prepared the third horse we talked about her life at the ranch and her horses.

Denise gave me the horse named ‘Lucky’ which was white black spotted and my host student
got the horse ‘Dyllan’ which was brown.

| really enjoyed the ride through the woods. At some points it was very frightening because
we climbed some hills which were overgrown with vegetation but Lucky was a professional
at his work, so he took me save back to the ranch.



In the afternoon the father, the brother, my host student and me played a game in the
frontyard. I can’t remember the name but this game don’t excist in Germany.

After dinner we played the Wii again for about 3 houres and then we went to bed.

On Saturday we drove to a cross country meet from the Mora Team where John, Michel and
Johanna run. Their meet was in Duluth and so | had the chance to see the biggest lake of the
World, the Lake Superior. The meet was finished very well form the team, so we ate
afterwards in a small restaurant. After that we made al little walk at the lake with the dogs and
then we drove to a little place where my host family have a little house at a wonderful lake.
The rest of the evening we talked very much before we all went to the bed to sleep. On
Sunday we all slept very long and then we have a nice breakfast. After that the dogs liked to
went outside so made a nice hike in a beautiful forest where we saw all the lovely colures of
the autumn. When we were back on the house we all were very hungry again so made a self-
made pizza and we played a game. The last thing we done their was a really fast boat tour on
the sea it was really funny and Johanna and her little sister also jump in the sea about that i
thought they are crazy because the water was very cold. At the afternoon we had to drive back
at Mora.

I will never forget this nice Weekend and | am so excited to see my host family next year
again.

by Laura Jerhoff



Baseball, American Football, Four Wheeler-
and me J

21 German students, Mrs. Ebel and Mr. Hecker we all met at 7 am, on 1st October 2015 at the
airport Stuttgart to start our trip to USA (Mora, Minnesota) with a short flight to Amsterdam.
From there we flew with a big Airbus across the ocean to Minneapolis (Minnesota). During
the eight-hours-flight everybody could choose some movies on a private screen. For me it was
an interesting flight, because | watched the three Hobbit movies. Nobody had to be hungry or
thirsty, because the stewardesses offered us permanently something to eat or to drink.

From the airport in Minneapolis we travelled with one of those famous old yellow school
busses to Mora High School where the English host families already expected us.

My host family was very friendly and my host student and me had a lot of fun together. | felt
quite welcome in this family!

They took me to a baseball match of the Minnesota twins, to the wedding of his cousin (I
danced with the bride J ). At home, my exchange student had a four wheeler (Quad), which
we could use whenever we wanted (very often). You can’t believe how incredible large their
ground was!!

There also was program from the school like a ’survival camp’ at the Audobon Centre.
There they told us something about Minnesota and its special things, we went canoeing and
we made a fire with flint and steel.

An other day, we were in Duluth, Lake Superior and saw the big harbour.

At the end of our stay in the USA we went to the Mall of America, which is in Minneapolis.
It is Americas biggest mall and the worlds second biggest mall what is pretty impressive...it
was so huge that we didn’t even find what we were searching for...we found five Victoria’s
Secret but no clothing shop form men...Maybe we were miles away from thisL ...Ok we
saved surely lots of cashJ !

The food in the United States was pretty good and they made good burgers, fries and other
American things, but back to Ludwigsburg, I was very happy to smell really German food
like Mauldaschle or Zwiwwelroschtbrode.

It was a great experience and I’d recommend it for each of you!!

Niclas Ehrlich

A day in Valley Fair

The Otto-Hahn-Gymnasium in Ludwigsburg offered an exchange to America for two
weeks! A short time after this news, we flew there by plane. Here we are! We did a lot of
things over the two weeks like visiting the Mall of America, riding the MiniBike or going
to Duluth, which is a really nice town on the lake Superior. Besides | shadowed my
exchange student Josh, a really friendly guy.



On the second Saturday of this trip we went to Valley Fair, an amusement park with a
lot of rollercoasters and games of chance. My exchange student Josh, his girlfriend
Enysha, Josh’ s sister Ella her friends Addie and Hunter and me went to Valley Fair and
had a great day there. We arrived at about 2 pm and went away at about 10 pm. First
Ella, Addie, Hunter and me went together in the park and rode some rollercoasters, then
we divorce us and | went to Josh and Enysha. | took a lot of photos and rode some
rollercoasters with them too. In the evening we visited some scary houses over there. It
was funny but also very loud because they opened a window in the wall and jumped out
or kept their head with masks on it out of the window. Some guys shouted because they
walked and walked and suddenly a guy jumped to them with a scary outfit and a knife or
a club in his hands.

Well, let’ s give the amusement park a statement.

I like the time we have to wait. We waited just five til fifty minutes, which is a less time
for an amusement park in Germany. You can wait twenty minutes til three and a half
hours for riding a rollercoaster there.

Besides | like the rollercoasters generell because there are Lots of big, high and fast
ones.

The food was pretty good, still really expensive. We bought a Cheesburger with fries
and a CocaCola for 16.59% and also two long, warm Oreo biscuits with a dip for 5.99$.
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All'in one | liked it a lot there and | would do this again. :)
xoxo Max Schaefer

15th October, 2015

exchange from 10/1/15 til 10/16/15



...Those german students did the trip to Mora, Minnesota! :)
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Report: Audubon Center

After a wonderful weekend we packed our things together and went to
the Audubon Center.

On Monday the 5th of October a yellow school bus picked us up from
Mora High School and brought us to the Audubon Center of the North
Woods. After a 45 minutes drive we arrived, found our rooms and
unpacked our things. After that we met in the lounge and our Liasion
Adel gave us a first orientation. She told us that everyone has to do KP
at least once. KP (=Kitchen Party) means that a group of about 6 people
meets 20 minutes before the meal starts in the food hall. First they will
eat together, then they will spend food to the others.

Before our first class finally started, we splitt our group in two. Group
Monarch and group Moose. These two groups rotated between ,,Ojibwe
Hike* and ,,Canoeing*. I was in group Monarch, so I startet with the
,,Ojibwe Hike*. We walked around in the forest and were told about



different kinds of trees from our Liasion Adel. She told us the tasks of
them and for what they are usefull. After a little snack in the food hall it
was time for ,,Canoeing®. A guide from the Audubon Center gave us life
wests, a paddle and a canoe. Before we went into the water Adel gave
us an instruction about how to handle the canoe. After two classes
everyone was happy to get dinner. After dinner we were told about
»Voyaguers® in the Naturalist Programm.

Next day we split our group in 3 little groups: Monarch, Moose and
Monardra. Like the day before, these groups rotated between 3 themes.
Class 1 was about ,,Survivor*, so we learned how to make a fire in the
wildlife. Class 2 was about ,,Orienteering* and we had to find different
things on trees in the forest with a compass. Class 3 was called
,Wolves* and we got informated about these animals. At 7 p.m. our
Naturalist Programm started with the titel ,,Endangerend Raptors®.

The next day was already our last day. After breakfast at 8 a.m. we had
to check out of rooms and went to our last class, which we had all
together. We played games which should memories us to the life of
wolves and how they catch their loot. All in all we got known about so
much and had a very nice time in the Audubon Center of the North
Woods.

Marlen Franke, Class 9d, November 2015



